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important still, the example of Prussia has borne fruit in several
other German States. In Bavaria, Saxony, Hecklenturg, aaci
elsewhere flourishing State institutions of the same Mud have
for a long time been in operation.
At the present time over My unions of Co-operative societies
and banks are associated with the Prussian Central Bank?
representing nearly 15,000 individual societies with an aggregate
membership of a million and a half. During the financial year
1906-7 loans "were granted to the amount of twenty-two million
pounds, and the assets at the end of the year stood at nearly
eight millions.
Never in its history vas the Go-operative movement so vigorous
as at the present time, and never was the faith of the agricul-
turist in its efficiency so strong. Perhaps in the very strength
of this faith there lies a source of weakness, or at least of potential
disappointment. For there is a danger of Co-operation "being
made a fetish and giving rise to expectations which it is quite
incapable of fulfilling. Quite recently a Prussian agrarian
deputy appealed to his Government to give still more cordial
help to the Co-operative societies by way of " proving that the
spirit of Christianity was not yet dead in the land," while
another deputy urged that a professorship of Co-operation should
be set up in each of the agricultural colleges. While, however,
the enthusiasts of the movement now and then carry their zeal
to extremes, the actual vork which Co-operation is doing for
the agricultural class in a variety of ways is of untold value.
The practical sympathy which the Central and State Govern-
ments give to the Co-operative movement is naturally a sore
glievance with the retail traders, and petitions to Parliament
pleading for the restriction of the operations of Co-operative
societies by legislative measures are of common occurrence.
There is no doubt that the trade in agricultural machinery,
manures, and other requisites has to a large extent passed out
of private hands since the affiliation of the Co-operative societies
in powerful unions enabled the fanner to purchase direct from
the manufacturer, to the great advantage of his pocket. Tie
middleman complains with reason that while the State exists
by taxing him, it is? by supporting Co-operation, doing its best to
extinguish him, and he contends that its action is all the more
Inconsiderate and unjustifiable since to the funds which axe